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Military bcrvice Induction Procedure^ 

1* . !' Young people of military age a^e, inducted into the Polish armed forces twice a 

year: in May- June and (supplemeii^ry. Induction) in September. The young men 
get- a summons by post telling, them exactly on. what day and what hour they have to 
appear before the approprio.te' commission at. 'the Rejonova Komenda PobOrOwa in the 
place of their permanent residence, \Should they- temporarily tfork, or 'live at some 
other place, they go with this summons to the railway ticket office there and get a 
ticket free of charge to travel to their permanent place of residence. 

2. 'The Komenda , oborowu do not coincide with the administrative divisions 

of .o.i an ... for '.pc tanco , in Poznan there v.re two Komenda poberown : one in Ulicr. 

,.A'. i!iko'.:?, '.’Ji'! other in biloa bwie rex evskiego . In the provinces it is forbidden 
to sell s.drUc on the days the levy is taking place. 

3* “vlhen a recruit appears on. the premises of the commission he hands to the N.C .0. on 
duty his sum norm sncJ the following documents: 

Ode i nek / ameldowania or Dowod Qsobist y 

Me t r y ka bru lz e rila 

he. s ul r.dc zenlo l,eka r skie 

; ;v/ .'iadc zc nie Pracy 

Thr- recruit r.v-y tv- exempted from service if he can produce a certificate of the 
i-iiojc/ta ;in rouc-v- that his father is dead and he is the only breadwinner in the 

‘>/nily (mother 'rid small brothers and sisters) or that he .has a wife and small child 
to support. Jocruitc icy also bo exempted If their factory or Institution has mili- 
tary Importance- and they have a certificate stating that they are absolutely required 
in the production roc esc. ■■■-" -* ~- 


"Then the recruit- tr he or: their clothes in a large waiting room and hang them up 
on nails along the vails. In this room their height and weight are measured. The 
commission proper tits in another room. Xt consists of two to five officers and aa 
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or two arnr - doctors. Sometime; they ait at one table; sometimes the officer' and 
doctor groins each have a table; sometimes there are several small reception groups 
in one large room. 

"The recruits are called to this commission either in one or two pairs, the H.C.O. 
on duty calling their family names in the waiting room. The first questions are put 
b'r the doctors who ask what diseases a recruit has had. If he mentions TB, he is 
examined in greater detail, questions are also asked on venereal diseases. The 
recruit’s eyesight is checked by making him read letters and numbers of varying sizes 
from a certain distance . This ends the medical examination which hardly ever takes 
more than five minutes. 

"Then conies the psychological examinations which differs from one Komenda Poborova to 
another. At some, proper intelligence tests arc conducted; at others the questions 
are more or less political. But on the whole the examination is meant to test the 
intelligence level of the recruit in order to determine for which service he is most 
suitable . At places where the intelligence tests have been used they have been the 
Binet-Termon tests (three or four questions only), the Mas selon test to determine 
imagination (construction of certain figures with brocks), the Pi^ron test for 
attentiveness (counting with the eyes a number of irregularly placed tots). Some 
commissions have had psychotechnical apparatus for the determination ^chnlcel . 
abilities (e.g. a ---eider apparatus at Poznan). Along with these psychological tests, 
the recruit is questioned on his education and profession, whether he is interested 
In sport, etc'. 

"After these examinations the recruits return to the waiting room, get dressed, and wait 
several hours before a UvC.O. comes and hands them tlie resolution of the commission, 
which gives the date when they are to present themselves for service and the address 
of either the Rcjonowa Komenda Uzupelnien or the barracks where they have to be at a 
certain hour on that date. This date is rarely less than a week or more than a month 
distant. • .nothing is said about what service or where the recruit is to serve. Here 
it must be pointed out that service in the air. force, the navy and some other 
special services is virtually reserved for volunteers. The volunteers (from 17 
of age) have the right to choose where they would serve; 75 per cent of those inducted 
into B the navy and airforce consist of volunteers. The decisive factors for admission 
into these services are ’ideological level’ and social origin. The especially t 11 , 
strong boys are sent to the KBW. 

’’On the apnointed day the recruits appear at the collecting point. .They are checked 
and then despatched in cattle wk.gons to their future unit. The system is to summon 
all those appointed to a certain unit on one date. When the unit is not located far 
away they are taken there in trucks; if it is. at some distance, they go by train. 

In aU cases they travel under guard with four or five armed solaiers from tne local 
Konmandan turn ner every 20-30 recruits. The recruits never know where they are 
going. They Judge the distance by the amount of food they are told to take with them 

for the*. Journey. 

” immediately on arrival in the barracks of their appointed unit the recruitsare 
subjected to severe discipline. The sergeants shout and abuse them; everything has 
to be done at too speed; all movement is a run. In the barrack yard they get their 

first army meal: soup of potatoes or groats with a little ^ haircut They go 
evi'-kiv as nosciblc and then line ur> for a haimut. After the baircut tbey.go 
to the depot where they get a uniform and store their civilian clothes. 

"On the second day the officers conduct short conversations or examination with the 
recruits. Their questions are very elementary, e.g., how large is the population of 
Poland, who arc her neighbours, etc.? 
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Tlie first six weeks or scrvi 
time tne recruits set no town 
soldiers . 


Example I : 


Gdansk Engineerin g Student 
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<?e 


are considered ‘recruit training 4 
leave. They are also leant 


During this 

isolated from the other 


I 


nuauvr # Okretcw IGhio cions-hmn+.Kftn r. ^ * * Liceum. 


BucLuwy Gkretow (dhip tons true t| 
construction office at 1-toezni 


13. 


i r j ^ c-.u uiie Liceum 

,i°n College; in Gdansk. He was employed in the shin 

(T ' ne Gdansk ^ys-rc.). Me was summoned to 


r- uuau&Jv :iXJ JL • Ar.rC I P yq c 

appear ber ore the Hejonova Komendja Poborowa at Gdansk-V/rzeszcz Sent S2. 


17- 


The IComenda ant in three barrack's in Ulica ltokosownkieFO in --> n t toko 
not its permanent premises; atfoiher times it may MC et “omevh^re - W ® r ® : 

summoned, wore born in the 'ears 1930 wi mJ/,.,! -omeun^re ex-e. xhe recruits 

They hac. got their summons by. ihost. On the a*v thi- ! * e - rs « * L ^e ) . 

sr^*=r “”“™ d h* - — sr„s 


Ik . 


15. 


their summons anci other documents (see list 

fwi.^Vri nn ~ _ ... ' > 


"After a sergeant lad collected 

paragraph 3.) they wore yacked Ju _ uu „« un . { 

doctor in Gdansk. There- they were examined and X- raved 
on the state of his luivs . u * 


|n trucks . - 20 on each - 


"They were driven b i 
complete ly, even shoes 'and sock 
c ommi scion b y two 

sat at one and five officers - caotain 


nd taken to the sick fund 
Each recruit got a note 


ok to the Kpmenda on the same trucks and told to* undress 

, , i ^ .| in / the ut "- itin S room. They were called before the 
r! T U1 ? S10ri room there were two tables: two army doctors 


x Irst to the doctors' table/ hcfdek o^edtho notelln •'1°^T ‘ recruits vent 

examined briefly or -...ractical i ^ not nt ail '.’hen ke ’I't Si ° k f la doctor and wore 
their state of health (:oractloh.lyl ai vws «coo^U lt Mu-h ®. * atateaenb on 

one disease or another)'. >th thif B 'tate^“e^h : 

officers table. There the recruits underwent a sort of oolitical examination it 
least subject recruit did. The officers had m front of tw r • examination., at 

IS^Ve Wlt 5 reP ° rtS ° n thSm fr ° m the -niUtlalnd their place 

All five , made copious notes and fired their questions at the recruit with ureat' 
speed so he would have no time to think out his answers o n >, k Great 

»hy he we s not a ZMP member (iasW, time, much to ie.rn’ /* m 2 h2lS 

r.f! “*1” <*» “W (Answer : 'Ye,? i “Sse'),- 

. . .... n.c.les in V/e si 

. 110 . 

th 
j keel 


whether he had relative 
German}-) ; when had they 
a job outs rife the hoi u:: 3 
training in chi; buildin: 


abroad 
i I t ... oi 
• c. ir: 
they a 


(one 


of! his 


school ;. r herc his disability 
to a clumsy operation) would be ijio ob 
his arm hurt him often. ..ctuull} 
years at the school } three years 
as officer. The commission cluir 


ne was sent back to che waiting 
sergeant came out and handed him 
The whole procedure hn.d taken fro| 
exemption are yellow oblongs fold' 
i riend* of his ■ who had • a w6oden ; 3.e 


ly | showed their displeasure at his refusal 

room and allowed to- dress. Three hours, later a 
a certificate of exemption from military service, 
m a a.m. to 4 p.m. ..11 .certificates, of. permanent 
edlin three parts, his belonged to* Series E; a 
^•got , series L, 


The cex't if icatcs o_’ temporary ox 
given to persons luiavoir.t.bly I’ocuired p.t 
those in their last year at" collet- 
can produce i\ certificate to thi 
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could not deny that he had four uncles 

j. ' ir ^ z - - : -ther a C? member; did his mother have 
,s enn w because, this recruit had some technical 
he would like to go to 


whether 


naval officers* 


:mG ±c \ fonx'^cm shorter than the other owing 
. . x e saiu. no; he had no loud voice and 
he had no wish so go because it would mean thre~ 
of I service as n cadet on a ship end 15 years service 


bmp;!: ion 


li-rc green and valid for one year. They are 
J 0,110 factory of military importance or to 

and politically x^eliable and 


;e who arc* very gifte 
effect. 
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"The boy? levied for 
appear at a collecting pjiht 


'■jot no certificate but 
on u g5 von date . 


/travelling order anda notice to 


* 

I 

H 


"In former years the bo-:; who 
escape it; they got. thorough 
before they had to musUn- up 
month of orison but were also 


ha : 'od to do military service resorted to a trick to 
dr uni: and assaulted a militiaman in this state Just 
‘or the Journey to their unit. For this they got one 
left alone by the military authorities until (the next 




16 vy, sometimes 
taken from the 


’or -a 
■icons 


..10-1 c 


year, lioxr this no longer helps ac the levied men are 


vl at 


serving a sentence for 


is a political crime, 
years in a labor cam a 


cent v,o their units when their day comes if they are 
:tty offence, (do aosau.lt a militiaman -in a sober ntate 
:ct of an enemy of the state, and punishable by several 




Example 11; tailor in the rO'ish Merchant Marine y 

"Following was the indvicf ion experience, also in Sept 52, of another -recruit, a 
sailor in the Polish Merchant Marine.* he vac born 1931 and was a graduate of the 


Szkola Morska . /This in -Included because certain statements vary from those in the 


preceding paragraphs^/ 


22. 


"Twice, a year there in a conscription of young men into the -Polish -Army: -'‘from’ ” 

1 April to *1 May and from 1 f.opt to 1 Oct. Between these two periods there are 
extra draft :cQMKiisoicnr: for special cases. In Gdynia the summons to present oneself 
for conscription are sent out by the Vi oj shove. Kommenda RaJonowa ^formerly Rajonova 
Xomraende Uzupolni) at shing ton street. There is considerable confUs ion t* some- 
times people already serving arc summoned: seme are summoned several times; others 
never- Subject hifiwolf got four summons: one at FZM (Polska hcgluga Mob ska) , the 
firm which employed him; one to m/s Hyena on which he sailed; one to -his home and one 
was. handed him on entering the premises of the ICommenda*.- 

"During: the autumn draft of 1^52 there was special confusion. At the ehd of dul $2 
it yaa proclaimed that the men born in 1932 had to present' themselvfesi also ‘those 
born, in 1929-1931 who haO hot been called up hitherto, Fur^erTOite^y.all: those/- A A/ 

' persons had to appear whose military service was * unregulated * • This reeul^edia 
fft&.'-airival of all sorts of people/ men up to 65 years' old, : .‘In ytti/waA ^ 

‘-people were sent home with the answer that their cases wbul^bej.j^ye6^i^t^ later., 

1 A ^1952 it was already difficult to get exemption • frwrseif\pIoe v ' ■ 
. f poeterW said that three categories would be exempted? •- (&} meii v sukp^^ * 

(b). students; and (c) invalids. A fourth category was not mentiohed.'.although it 
is known that important /:vf*uuae industries can get exemption for the ±'r workers Ain// 
certain cases, in ov.eh - -e the exemption may be renewed for a period of Tone year' A 
only, but if it can be renewed three times, the person is exempted from military ■ 
service altogether; he gvl.s a note to this effect in his military booklet .and is • y 
relegated to the reserve. Formerly this procedure applied only to invalids. 


(a) 


To get nn exemption in actually more difficult than would appear A 
from the poster. To come into the first category one must be the - 
only breadwinner 3n the frnrily; the wife must have her. working 
capacity lowered by at least UO per cent (an ordinary doctor- ,; s* • • 
certificate is insufficient to prove this-; she must go with a . 
special care to a doctor having the confidence of the •military • • 
authorities; ; there r.»vj t be small ohix-ren and no relative may- 
be in a position to help* the family. Subject recruit had a 
mother- in -yy.r aged 67 to cup sort, a wife with her working capacity 


lowered by. 


a small child - so he got exemption! > 


• *’ V ' . 1 *!'T * 1' 

‘Vt,,. 1 kt... J. >.u 
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(b) 


(c) 


or c-begory II have certain hopes of being exempted 
ii « iej. cd Leg- provides them with a certificate that exemption 
is essential in the interests of the state which reouires profes- 
sional 'men ( one project for which they are required must be 
expressly mentioned) . Only certain colleges - polytechnics! and 
technical - may apply for exemption of their students . A 
certificate from the SMP on the political attitude of the student 
act ermines vied, or the exemption will be granted. A few years ago 
success in studies was tne determining factor irrespective of the 
subject the student studied. 

’’The eligibility of sick persons - category III - is determined 
by^a aoctoro ccituuission. It is presided over by a civilian and 
incluo.es an officer. The doctors are now young, with the 
■minimum postwar training (3-5 years).,, rude and disagreeable. 
i‘ or merry tnere useu to be open discussion of the cause in the 
presence of the draftee; now the deliberations of the commission 
are secret, nc explanations are admitted; the decision communicated 
in writing. To anybody having bad eyesight or hearing they say. 
bobra, dobra! we shall see!*, and put down in their papers ttat 
the lu-.n is fit for service. Practically no ailment short of a missing 
leg or arm gives exemption; people have been admitted with consumption, 
cancer, snorts ightsdness , strong squint,- two fingers missing. There 
is a nigner commission which is supposed to check on the lower one but 
comp in u.-. s _ciii useless as tne decisions of the lower one are always 
confirmed. 


U) 


J; he d ^^ A::0 which may apply for exemption of their workers 

irorn liiiliv. ,-.ry service are metallurgical plants, -such as Stolczen in 
bzczecin; snu.pyards, such, as Gtocznia in Gdansk; the heavy industry 
anc mines in ^ ilesia, etc. T e worker must really be a specialist 
and the application iiiust be filed five days before the expiration of 
the drafting month (t.e., on 25 Sept in autumn); otherwise th£y. era 
disregarded. . T , 

The conscription committee to which subject recruit had to report > 20 Sept 52. had 
its^premises in Gdynia at 112, Swiatojanska Street. An ordinary flat was converted ’ 
ff a ^ e pU f^° se ; ne entersd trough an anteroom, a large empty room where there was 
ble with a xew sergeants conducting the preliminary formalities" of verifying 

on to the right into a large hall, several rooms of the 
in tnis room there wore at least 100 people from 7 a*m. to 
owners going. At one end of the hall was a sort of canteen 
and cases of^beer. The prices were the usual 3rd class, 
was ^strictly forbidden to drink strong liquor. Ten men at a tim 
rHnM^ori « + "" before tne draft commission.- In the sergeant's room they were 

divided into two groups: c-nose who hact no hope of exemption went straight to the 
commission, the others went to the doctors' commission to the left along a passage, 
where they were examined one by one. * * 


documents. T.e- sent, 
flat knocked into one . 
7 p.m. - some coming, 
with a few sandwiches 
restaurant ones. It 
were called to appear 


"The drafting commiss 
important civilian, t 
Miejska Rada Karoo owu 
of the Wosjlcova Kommo 
the navy; and the sec 
Communist. The naval 
insistently about rel 
War II, whether they 


ion consisted of a chairman - the Czynnik Spoleczny; another 
he chief Oi one military department at the presidium of the 
BenOlak (who seemed quite nice); Major (fnu) Broniewski . chief 
r.aa najonowa in Gdynia; his aide, a lieutenant^” a captain from, 
ret ary who was a civilian. Broniewski- is known in Gdynia as a 
captain must have been some kind of politruk for he asked 
at.Lv es abroad, their occupations, activity of family during Worlc 
kv. owned any property before the war, etc. 
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26 . "vJhen subject recruit -presented himself for the first time and asked to be exempted, 
he ms told to come back after three days, The second time he ms asked the same 
questions as the first time - probably with the intention of catching him in some 
discrepancy » and then told to wait in the large hall. He sat there from 7 a.m. to 
6 p.m. when his exemption v?a s granted. During that time The waiting men were given 
three lectures by lecturers from the viojewoaski iComitet of PZPR on Polish-Soviet 
friendship. u 


- end - 
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